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The Housing Action Plan documents the need for additional land suitable for residential 

development in the cities of Walla Walla and College Place  over the next 20 years. If this need is 

not addressed housing costs and the affordability gap will continue to increase. In addition, the 

Action Plan may contain overly optimistic assumptions about the rate of infill development that 

may occur in both cities. If this proves to be the case, the critical shortfall of land will only get 

worse.  

 

To address this critical need, the City of College Place proposes that the following strategies be 

added to Chapter III Housing Policy, Programs, and Actions to further increase housing supply: 

 

Increased Land Supply 

 

1. It is recommended that Walla Walla County, in active collaboration with the cities of Walla 

Walla, College Place, and Waitsburg, review and update the 1993 Countywide Planning 

Policies to actively promote the development of new affordable housing opportunities. This 

may include, but is not limited to: 

 

a. Updating the methodology for more realistically determining the development capacity 

of existing lands. 

 

b. Exempting the new construction of affordable housing on publicly owned land from 

the assessment of the need for new housing. 

 

c. Increase the percentage of projected new growth allocated to the cities of Walla Walla 

and College Place. 

 

d. Increasing the market factor to allow for the addition of land to urban growth areas 

based on a finding that there is a critical shortage of affordable housing. 

 

e. Authorizing further increases in the market factor to support specific strategies to 

increase the construction of new multi-family housing in cities. This may include 

affordable housing “bonuses”. 

 

f. Monitoring new residential development and providing for more frequent updates of 

the Countywide Planning Policies. 
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2. It is recommended that Walla Walla County, in active collaboration with the cities of Walla 

Walla, College Place, and Waitsburg, review and update the Countywide Planning Policies 

to actively promote the development of sustainable new housing. This shall include, but is 

not limited to: 

 

a. Ensuring that there is an adequate supply of new commercial development to serve new 

residential development. 

 

b. Supporting the cost-effective planning, construction, and use of public infrastructure to 

serve new residential development. 

 

3. It is recommended that Walla Walla County, in active collaboration with the cities of Walla 

Walla, College Place, and Waitsburg, inventory and assess publicly owned lands in and 

near urban growth areas as sites suitable for the construction of affordable housing.   

 

 

 

 


